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C// A RAC TER G ENE RICUS. 

Corpus C<UUI<1<111C squamosa. 

Abdomen, scutatum. 

Character SPECiFicust &r. 

ERPKTON rostro utrinque tentaculato. 

ERPETON TENTACULATUS. Cepc.dc 

Ab illustri Cepedc instilutmn genus Erpeton ex 

unica constat specie qua; insulas Indiras creditur in 

colerc, quamquc insigniunt. lentacula duo, sen <|tuisi 

cornua, super labium superius sita, parvulis squamis 

vestita, nee inupiani retracta. Hipcdali quasi longi- 

tudine est Krpeton tcntaculatus, veneni rxprrs, 

dentes liabens minimos, eodem modo disposilos quo 

dentes serpenturn innocuoruin. Cuinam vivendi 

modo sc priecipue assuescat, non satis est compel 

turn. 

Specimen quod dcscripsit Cepede in nmsco I’nn- 

cipis Aransiaci usservatur. 
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TENTACULATED ERPETON. 

Generic Character. 

Both- and tail scaly. 

Abdomen lamellated. 

Specific Character, &c. 

ERPETON with the upper lip tentaculated on 

each side. 

ERPETON tcntaculc. 

Cepede .Inn. Mas. National IVHist. Nat. 

No. 10. p. 280. pi. 1. 

The genus Erpeton, instituted by the Count de 

Cepede, consists at present of a single species, which 

is supposed to he a native of the Indian islands, and 

is remarkable for a pair of tentacula or elongated 

processes situated above the upper lip: these tenta¬ 

cula are covered with very minute scales, and are 

not retractile. The animal measures about two feet 

in length, and is not of a poisonous nature, the teeth, 

which are very small, resembling those of innoxious 

serpents. Of its particular habits or history nothing 

seems to be known. 

The specimen described by Cepede belonged to 

the Museum of the Prince of Orange. 


